The regular meeting of the Spokane Regional Health District Board of Health held on Thursday,
February 26, 2009 was called to order by Commissioner Mark Richard, Chair, at 12:30 p.m. in rooms
320/321 of the Public Health Center, 1101 West College Avenue, Spokane, Washington.

PRESENT

Councilman Michael Allen
Councilman Steve Corker

Councilman David Crump

Councilman Dick Denenny
Councilman Bill Gothmann, Vice Chair
Commissioner Bonnie Mager
Commissioner Mark Richard, Chair
Mayor Mary Verner

Board Member Michael Fisk, DC
Board Member Bob Lutz, MD, MPH

ABSENT
Commissioner Todd Mielke

CITIZEN INPUT
Citizen Input was divided into two categories.

Input on reporting structure within the agency in regard to RCW 70.05:

* Charles R. Wolfe, Spokane County, filed a minority report as part of a commission that had studied
the board which he believes should consist of the three County Commissioners who would receive
input from an advisory board of people who have an interest in medical affairs.

* Carolyn Pickett, Spokane County, submitted 76 pages of written materials, is in favor of the
County Commissioners heading the health board and said it does not need to be made up of
medical professionals.

Following input from the first two speakers, Chair Richard clarified that the Board is interested in the

getting input on their deliberations around the relationship between the health officer and administrator

for reporting structure.

* Margaret Jones, Spokane County, spoke about her experience on the Board of Health and
recommended that the administrator oversee the health officer to disallow politics and that she
opposes the legislation to change the makeup of the board.

Input on topics other than reporting structure:

» Betty Fowler, Spokane, referred to several newspaper articles regarding reducing mercury and she
opposes water fluoridation.

* Charles Wolfe, Spokane County, said that property owned by Avista is approved for a community
garden and he read a list of ways to reduce the risk of getting cancer.

* Roberta Burnett represents SRHD IFPTE Local 17 employees who have joined other partners to
educate the general public to save public health; she distributed a flier about a virtual lobby day.

* Carolyn Pickett, Spokane, spoke about several things including opposing the release of nurses from
employment; commending the Commissioners on their process; opposing HB 5812; and her
concern about mercury.
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» Larry Priano, Spokane, asked to amend past minutes to document a statement by the Administrator
that there are no plans for mandatory vaccination and asked the board to consider the information
brought forward during citizen input.

Following Citizen Input, Commissioner Mager asked if the separate item for Citizen Input was the
only process for input en-the reporting structure of the Health District and requested an evening
meeting for people to testify about the structure.

CHAIR REPORT - Commissioner Richard

Chair Richard thanked board members for their time to engage in public health and the Health District.
He asked Councilman Gothmann and Councilman Crump to give updates about their endeavors during
the Chair Report.

Legislative Activities

Councilman Gothmann visited the legislature two times in the past week. He lobbied for public health
funding along with other members of the Board of Health including Councilmen Denenny, Corker, and
Allen, and Commissioner Mielke. Spokane County was noted as being well represented by board
members compared to only two other counties having one board member each during the statewide
public health day on Capitol Hill. The group lobbied for stable public health funding and to support
the Governor’s budget. SRHD Board members and staff teamed up to visit all Spokane area
legislators.

At the Board of Health Executive Committee meeting, SSB 5812 to reconstitute the Spokane Board of
Health was discussed. The Committee agreed to contact all board members and reached a consensus
to send Councilman Gothmann back to Olympia to testify against the bill at Monday’s hearing. The
points in his testimony included the fact that this bill is only for Spokane County and the responsibility
for a $24 million Health District budget being controlled by an elected vs. appointed board. Others
who testified against the bill included the city of Spokane Valley, WSAC, and Spokane County; the
AWC passed a resolution opposing the bill. Those who testified in favor of the bill included Senator
Marr whose testimony included a statement that the SRHD Board of Health was politicized; the
Spokane County Medical Society who testified the Board is dysfunctional, and the state medical
society. The current status of the bill was that it had passed out of committee and was going to rules.

Spokane County Medical Society Liaison

Councilman Gothmann proposed that the board appoint Board Member Lutz to act as a liaison
between the Board of Health and the Spokane County Medical Society to communicate on activities
such as our health officer recruitment and testimony regarding structure.

Board member discussion following the proposal included:

* Dr. Lutz met with the president of the Medical Society following the January Board meeting and
believes that lack of communication may be an issue.

* The Medical Society was involved early on in the discussions on the agency structure but the
structure of the Board of Health was not discussed at that time.

* Mayor Vemner reviewed the bill on the structure of the Board which did not originally pertain to
Spokane County. She contacted Senator Marr to discuss amendments to the bill which she believes
still includes a major flaw regarding representation on the Board appointed by the regional
chamber of commerce from the restaurant and building industries; that could create a conflict due
to this District regulating both of those industries and could require one or both of those
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representatives to abstain or recuse themselves on any votes regarding those regulations. The bill
for constituting the Board of Health does not currently allow for representation from the small
cities and only limited representation by the city of Spokane. The current engagement of the cities
allows this Board to try to be helpful to the Health District.

* Councilman Gothmann said that the District does have an interim health officer to make medical
decisions, currently Dr. Jecha is serving in that capacity on an interim basis while the Board
searches for a permanent health officer.

* Commissioner Mager believes that representation on the Board from the food and building industry
may be a benefit to provide information and expertise; if the Board was concerned about a conflict
in terms of voting, those members could be ex-officio and still have a voice for the industry to
prevent too much regulation.

* Councilman Allen deals with advisory boards on many levels and suggested that this Board may
wish to establish an advisory board rather than change the complexion of the Board.

* Councilman Denenny believes that the city of Spokane Valley is large enough that it should have
representation on the Board; the state of the economy is changing the way we fund things and the
current composition of the Board with representation from the cities allows for their support.

* Mayor Verner said this legislature is moving quickly and asked if the Board would want to do
anything to address this issue regarding composition of the Board before something is enacted.

* Legal Counsel Wolkey responded to Chair Richard’s inquiry asking if the Board is prohibited from
proposing a motion on something that is not on the agenda. It is preferred to have action items
listed on the agenda, but the Board is not legally prohibited to take action on an item that is not
listed on a regular meeting agenda. The Board is limited to items on a special meeting agenda.

*  Chair Richard commented that it would be difficult to contemplate all of the unintended
consequences that may occur if the Board suggests amendments to the Bill. As a Commissioner,
he has continued to support the notion of a Health District; he appreciates the experience and
wealth of knowledge of all of the current Board members. If the Board takes action, he would like
to maintain a sense of unanimity. The Board has invited Senator Marr here to discuss public health
issues but he has not attended those meetings.

* Mayor Verner clarified that the city of Spokane originally communicated with Senator Marr’s
office that the bill was flawed because it did not have representation of the cities; what came back
was to include two city of Spokane council members to which she responded would miss all of the
other cities. The response back was that the Senator’s intention was to reduce the total
composition of the board to nine members which would not keep enough place holders to include
representatives of the cities and the other interests. The last version of the bill that the Mayor saw
had one elected official from the city of Spokane.

* Councilman Corker had asked Senator Marr, during the legislative visits, why he had not consulted
with either the Board or the member institutions regarding this bill to which the Senator responded
that it was not his responsibility to communicate with elected officials and that was up to their
lobbyists to follow legislation.

Following this discussion, Councilman Corker asked the Board to consider a motion to strongly

oppose SSB 5812 and encourage our member entities of the Board to also formally oppose the bill and

attempt to meet with the Senator and members of the Spokane County Medical Society to discuss ways
in which we can be more communicative and responsive; motion seconded by Councilman Denenny.
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Discussion following the motion:

* Legal Counsel Wolkey responded to an inquiry that this topic would not fall under any of the
purposes allowed for discussion in an executive session.

* Councilman Gothmann responded to Board Member Fisk’s question about the origin of the bill.
Senator Marr indicated that this bill began a year ago at the local medical association.

* Councilman Cerker was told by the director of the Medical Society that they had approached
Senator Marr last session and it was postponed or deferred for further consideration. Senator Marr
indicated there were three sources of support that moved this bill including an editorial in the
Spokesman-Review, the County Medical Society, and GSI (the business community).

* Board Member Lutz clarified that when he talked to the president of the Medical Society, he was
not told that they did not initiate the conversation, rather that their major issue was ensuring that
public health takes first priority; their perspective is that it may be more politicized than what the
Board believes it to be, which again speaks to the need for lines of communication to be
established.

Motion: The Board strongly oppose Bill 5812 and encourage its member entities to also formally
oppose the bill and attempt to meet with the Senator and members of the Spokane County Medical
Society to discuss ways in which we can be more communicative and responsive.

Motion/Second: Corker/Denenny

Approved: Unanimously

Chair Richard asked if there was a motion for the previous discussion regarding a liaison between the
Board and the Medical Society.

Motion: To appoint Dr. Lutz as a liaison between the Board of Health and the Spokane County
Medical Society in order to improve the dialogue between the two entities.

Motion/Second: Mager/Denenny

Approved: Unanimously

Health Officer Selection Committee

Councilman Crump gave an update from the Health Officer Selection Committee. The Committee had
interviewed two out-of-state candidates and recommended bringing both candidates forward to
interview with the entire Board. Jan Monaco and Dr. Clyde from the Medical Society have been
invited to meet with the candidates and provide input to the Board. A special Board meeting could be
scheduled to interview both candidates and to possibly take action; another option would be to hold
interviews on one day and then place an action item on the next Board meeting agenda. Councilman
Crump would like feedback from the Executive Management Team and representatives from the
Medical Society and would like a single item Board meeting at which the Board could take action.

If the Board agrees on the option to interview both candidates at a special meeting with a possible
action item, Councilman Crump asked for a commitment of three hours. He believes that a quality
interview could be conducted in one hour per each candidate. Information will be provided to board
members ahead of time, feedback could be collected from Executive Management and the Medical
Society, and then the Board could go into open meeting session, which does not dictate a decision
needs to be made, but does allow an opportunity for a decision. The input from the Executive
Management Team and the Medical Society will be valued, but it will be ultimately up to the majority
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of the Board of Health to decide whether or not to move forward with a candidate. Both candidates
had indicated they would be available on March 13, 2009. This will be considered the final interview.

Councilman Gothmann and Mayor Verner, who are not available on that date, asked the Board to
move forward.

Following discussion, Councilman Allen made a motion that to move forward to bring in the
candidates on March 13, 2009; motion seconded by Board Member Fisk.

Motion: To bring forward two health officer candidates on March 13, 2009 to meet with the
members of the Board of Health.

Motion/Second: Mager/Fisk

Approved: Unanimously

Motion: To approve the option presented for the health officer candidates to meet with the Spokane
County Medical Society on the same day in order to get their input and with an open meeting to
JSollow for possible action.

Motion/Second: Mager/Fisk

Approved: Unanimously

Councilman Crump will work with Board Member Lutz and Jan Monaco of the Medical Society to
find the best way to get their input; he will continue working with the Selection Committee on the
details and hand off the logistics to the Health District’s office of Human Resources.

ADMINISTRATOR REPORT —Torney Smith

Recognition of Margaret Jones

Mr. Smith gave an overview of Margaret Jones’ activities as a member of the Board of Health since
her appointment in 1997. He presented her with a certificate of recognition noting her years of service
on the Board of Health from February 1997 to December 2008. A donation of $50 was made to the
Medical Lake Food Bank in recognition of her service to a safer and healthier community. Ms. Jones
accepted the certificate and spoke about her experiences and appreciation for the Board and the
employees of the Health District. Board Members thanked Ms. Jones for her service to the
community.

Passport Program Funding Cut

Our Director of Community & Family Services, Elaine Conley, just received notice that funding for
our Passport Program, where public health nurses gather, review, analyze and track the medical history
of every foster child to assure they are receiving needed health care, would be cut by 67%. The
program cannot be continued at that funding level and will end on February 28, 2009. Three public
health nurses and one .6 FTE administrative assistant will lose their jobs.

USPS Exercise After Action Report Postponed

The after action report on a USPS anthrax exposure exercise will be postponed to the next meeting.
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Board Activities and Subcommittees

Mr. Smith thanked Board members and confirmed their participation in the following activities and
committees:

Strategic Planning: Thank you to Commissioner Mager, Councilman Gothmann, Councilman
Corker, Mayor Verner and Board Member Lutz for participating in the agency’s strategic planning.
Executive Committee: Those Board Members who served on the Executive Committee last year will
remain, Commissioner Richard, Councilman Denenny, Councilman Corker, Councilman Crump, with
the addition of the Board’s newly elected Vice Chair, Councilman Gothmann.

Public Health Funding Taskforce: Councilman Corker continues his involvement in the Public
Health Funding Taskforce and participates in the weekly statewide funding call.

Budget and Finance Committee: The members who served on last year’s Budget and Finance
Committee, Commissioner Mager, Councilman Corker, and Councilman Gothmann, have agreed to
continue serving on that committee this year and have already participated in one meeting.

Quality Council: Board Member Lutz has agreed to participate in the agency’s monthly Quality
Council meetings and has also agreed to serve as the co-principal investigator on a Quality
Improvement grant we are pursuing through the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.

Emergency Preparedness Training

Board members who participated in Health District emergency preparedness trainings in 2008 included
Board Member Jones, Commissioner Mager, Councilman Crump, Mayor Verner, and Councilman
Gothmann. A training will be scheduled this year for any board members who are interested.
Commissioner Mager encouraged Board members to participate in the training that she felt was
extremely beneficial to understand the structure and processes for emergency preparedness and the
roles of members of the Board of Health. The training requires from one to two hours. Staff will send
information for emergency preparedness training days and times.

Fourth Floor Space

Spokane Clean Air (previously known as Air Pollution) had occupied an area on the fourth floor of the
public health building for many years. That agency recently moved to a new building. The 3,839
square foot area has been re-carpeted and painted and was advertised for rent. No inquiries have been
received about the rental and our Facilities Manager is now working with a real estate agent. We had
been receiving a rental income of about $4,700 per month for the space. Board members were invited
to tour the space. Mr. Smith has talked to Commissioner Mager about a joint venture such as a
Wellness Center for both the Health District and the County. Mr. Smith will send the information
about the space to board members.

NALBOH (National Association of Local Boards of Health)

A request came from NALBOH (National Association of Local Boards of Health) to inquire if a
member of the Spokane Regional Health District Board of Health (SRHD BOH) would be interested in
serving on that national board. Three Board members responded to an email inquiry sent by Mr. Smith
(Councilman Corker, Councilman Crump, and Board Member Lutz) to indicate their interest. Chair
Richard asked those members who were interested to send him a memo stating their interest and he
will determine who to appoint.
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